
Wadden Sea Day 2026 

On the Importance of Area-Based Protection for the 

Comprehensive Conservation of the Wadden Sea: Present and 

Future Role of Protected Areas 

27 August 2026 

UNESCO Wadden Sea World Heritage Visitor Centre, Wilhelmshaven, Südstrand 110b  

 

 

09:30 
 

Registration & Coffee 

10:00 Opening & Welcome Addresses 

Peter Südbeck, Lower Saxon Wadden Sea National Park Authority 

Dr. Christine Wilcken, Director-General for Water Management, Water Protection, Marine 
Protection, German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Climate Action, Nature 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety 
Anka Dobslaw, State Secretary, Ministry for the Environment, Energy and Climate, Lower 
Saxony, Germany 
Luzette Kroon, Wadden Sea Board Chairperson 

10:15 William Sutherland 

University of Cambridge 

Making Protected Areas Effective 

10:45 Jens Enemark The Trilateral Wadden Sea Cooperation. A Model System of 
Transboundary Management: Past, Present, and (a bit of) 

Future 

11:05 Britta Diederichs 
Schleswig-Holstein Wadden 
Sea National Park Authority 

Nature Protected, People Connected: The Role of Germany’s 
Wadden Sea National Parks 

11:25 Peter Saabye Simonsen 
Nationalpark Vadehavet 

The Danish Way of Wadden Sea Protection – a Brighter Future? 

11:45 Wadden Sea Summer 

School Participants 

Wadden Sea in Transition: Navigating Rising Seas Across 

Nature, Culture & Economy – Outcomes Wadden Sea World 
Heritage Summer School 2026 

12:00 
 

Lunch 

13:30 Stefanie Nolte 
Lower Saxon Wadden Sea 
National Park Authority 

Nature Restoration as Tool for Ecological Improvement and 
Nature-Based Climate Protection 

13:50 Katja Philippart 
Royal Netherlands Institute for 
Sea Research 

Diving Deeper into the Wadden Sea: Natural Values of Subtidal 
Habitats 

14:10 
 

Coffee 

14:40 Harald Förster 

Schutzstation Wattenmeer 
Information, Education and Wardening as Preconditions for 

Effective Protection, Highlighting the Role of the NGOs and Civil 
Society 

15:00 Annika Happe 

University of Oldenburg 
Compositional Change Emerges as the Dominant Component of 

Biodiversity Change in the Trilateral Wadden Sea. 

15:20 panel: presenters 
moderator: TBA 

Panel Discussion  

15:50 Peter Südbeck Final Wrap-Up and Farewell to Margrita Sobottka 


